The Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita is conside
red fo be one of the mast threatened birds in the
world, in crificol donger of exfinclion, according
fo IUCH The Wordd Conservafion Union. Ifs
range formerly esdended from the Atlanfic to the
Middle East, with pepulolicns in Morocoo,
cenfral Europe, including the Alps, eastaards to
Turkey ond Syrio.

A number of factors, among which were pro-
bably persecution, disterbance, and habitat loss
espacially through the intensification of agriculiu-
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re, progressively led fo a dicrea
& in bath range and population.
By the end of the 19805
there were only fwo populgtions |
kmowen, one in Morocco and |
ancther, migrotory populadion, in
Turkey. The Turkish birds disop-
peared soon after, while in 2002
seven acult birds, including three
breeding pairs, were found in §
Syrio,  While it is possible that
athar groups sHll exist in the I
Middle East, inchuding Syric and
the Yamen, the only knenwn pop
lation of any size is in Morecee
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Here thers are two nesling colonkes, in Souss
Miossa Mational Park, and in Tamr, with around
fiﬁ':,r nesking pairs in ecach, While thess cre now
profected by the Moroccan autharities, disasters
con happen, os evidenced by the loss of 40 indi-
vicuals in nine days in Moy 1996, opporently
cdue to disease. Therefore sleps are necessary fo
p r e v e n t
exfinction

The Bald Ihis is essentially o bird of open
graund, from semidesent to cultivarion, feeding
an inveriebrotes and  small venebeates, while
resting on chiffs.

Fertunately, the species breeds well in copti
vity, 5o rednroduction is o possibilie,. Sodly, past
atiempts hove foiled. Betwesn | 983 and 1986,

Fhelos courbesy of
Prayecio Eremita

RETURN OF THE IBIS

150 coptivebred bald ibises were released in
four batches by Tel Awviv Zoo. Mone survived.

In 1997 the Konrad losenz Instiube in
Grruncw, Awstria, begon camether praject combi-
ning relense and caplive
breading with careful bws
bandry providing profection
during adverse weather.
This project continues and
currently imvalves argund 30
bircls

For years there has
been o coptive colony of
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Baold Ihis in Jerez Zoo, and it is these hirds that
are part of the Proyedo Eremita, run by o group
of arganisations led by the Junta de Andaobscia
and the Zecholanico de Jerez, with the invabe-
ment among others of the Asociocien paro el
Desarralle Rusal del Lk de La Janda, all under
the supervision of Jose Manuel lopez Vasuez of
the Junta de Andoiucio’s Delegocidn de Medio
Ambiente. |bises were reared in Jarez Zoo, ond
lctter in specially built fights in the Sierra del Retin,
in the company of Calile Egrets. The chicks were
hand+eared by keepers wearing hals resembling
the head of an adult ibis o prevent impeinting,
Crver 21 young birds were then allowed 1o fly
free throughout the spring of 2004, Aceustomed
to the compony of Catle Egrets, they would
follow wild ones which abound in the areo to fee-
ding sites. In order o prevent undue dispersal
they were token bock inlo coptivity and finally
released, ostensibly for four years (unfil they
reach breeding age) on dth December 2004,
The Sierra del Relin area was chosen due o
the suitability of the habitat - apen fields, farm-
land, with cliffs in the area, and the presence of
suifoble food species.  Sadly within weeks six

birds were injured by power lines, wo of which
subsequently died. The power line in question is
being altered to prevent similar incidents hoppe-
ning again,

. . The main aim of the

project is to siudy the suc
o cess of the adapiofion of
2 the birds to the wild with o
wiew b using these mathods
alsewhere,

The infantion, however,
at present, is not o allow
the birds ¥ become esto
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cies nat known to have nested in Spain.

Recent developments in Gibraltar, however,
may lead fo o change in plon. The discovery of
Bodd |bis remains in excavations al Gorham's
Cave, Gibealtar by o teom from the Gibralar
Museum, ssems fo indicate the presence of the
species, possibly nesting in remote limes on the
cliffs of the Rock.

M that there are freeflying Bokd Ibises in
the areq, it would not be beyond the realms of
possibility fo see some over Gibraltar, The spe-
cies can range regulady ronge up b FOkm
during the narnesting season, The Rock is 45km
from tha Sierra del Refin - as the ibis flies.




